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INTERIM REPORT ON THE FORKS ACCESS PROJECT

1.0 North of Water Avenue

1.1 Scope of the Project

The construction of the continuation of Pioneer Boulevard northward from Water Avenue to link with
Lombard Street has entailed several components. The project had two components which had the
potential for impact upon archaeological resources. The first was the installation of a land drainage
sewer system with two attendant outfalls. The second component was the construction of the roadbed.
A third component, which did not have any impact upon archaeological resources, consisted of the
placement of rip-rap along the west bank of the Red River.

As depicted on Figure 1, the project was along the west bank of the Red River to the north of Water
Avenue in the downtown section of Winnipeg. The land drainage sewer was installed in two phases.
The southern section, which extended to the new outfall, was installed in the fall of 1997. The
northern portion, north of the control unit, was installed in the fall of 1998. Both sections were
constructed by drilling vertical shafts and horizontal boring.

The southern outfall was excavated as an open-cut trench during the winter of 1997/98. The
excavation for the control unit was excavated by backhoe, with all excavated material being trucked
off the site. The northern outfall component (winter 1998/99) consisted of refurbishment of the
existing control unit at the end of Lombard Avenue, with the pipe from the control unit to the river
being replaced. The existing pipe was dug out and all excavated soil consisted of previous fill.

The roadbed construction required importation of soil to build the road surface to the required level.
The only sub-surface impact associated with this component was the installation of rock caissons as
a bank stabilizing mechanism. Fifty-two holes were drilled to bedrock and filled with limestone.

1.2 Recoveries and Observations

A total of 5§73 artifacts were recovered from the portion of the project that lies north of Water
Avenue. All artifacts post-dated the development of the area as Winnipeg's first industrial park in
the 1870s. Most dated to the late 1890s or early 1900s. The majority of the artifacts were derived
from secondary deposition locations, i.e., disposal in garbage dump situations rather than deposition
at the place of use. Bottle, sherds from broken bottles, and broken dinnerware were the most
common recoveries.

The entire area has experienced considerable prior impact, beginning in the 1870s with the
establishment of the various lumber industry facilities along the west bank of the Red River. The
construction of the Winnipeg Transfer Railway system from The Forks into downtown Winnipeg
resulted in the demolition of all the structures already existing in the area and the placement of large


































