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may be stirred from their place of

history professor, said. =

The province is responsible for
any human remains found, she said.
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Pettipas said archeologists ex-
pect to find at least one signifi-
calrllt native burial site beneath the
soil.
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* siniboine River up to six metres
~. high which was the mass grave of
230 natives dead of smallpox.:

" The Forks is currently a CN rai-
lyard, but in past incarnations it
has been a race track, an experi-
mental farm, a Eurcpean immi-
grant holding area and adminis-
trative centre, a fur trading post, a
camping, fishing and meeting
place for native people, a munici-
- pal hospital and various forts.

Native history
Up until 13,000 years ago the
area was covered by glacier. Up
until 8,500 years ago it was under
Lake Agassiz. People have proba-
bly been living there since Agassiz
disappeared, Pettipas said.

Priess, who headed an 18-mem-
ber archeological team, said they
found several hundred pieces of
:&?ken pottery dating back to AD

“This is the first evidence of na-
tive people living at the Forks,”
Priess said.

Digging down about two metres,
they also found part of the floor,
fireplace, lop wall and cellar of
Fort Gibralter 1. Priess said.

‘traces of Forks

what is believed to be part of Fort
Gibralter II and part of the foun-
dation of an 1889 roundhouse turn-
table.

Hundreds of Icelandic, Ukraini-
an, Polish, Mennonite and Jewish
immigrants stayed an average of
30 days at the Forks where they
were processed in the 1870’s. They
lived in two immigrant sheds
which could hold up to 500 people.
A small municipal hospital operat-
ed in conjunction to the sheds.

The Forks was the site of four
forts. Fort Rouge was built in the
1730s.

The Northwest Company began
construction of Fort Gibralter I in
1810. Its capture and destruction
by the Hudson's Bay Company in
1816 was followed by construction
of Fort Gibralter II in 1817.

The Hudson's Bay and North-
west Companies amalgamated in
1821. Fort Gibraiter II was ren-
amed Fort Garry and became
HBC Red River headquarters.

in 1826 when the Red River
reached its highest recorded
spring flood, Fort Garry was ex-
tensively damaged. In 1835, con-
struction of a new fort, Upper Fort
Garry, was begun. It was the (ocus

of economic, socal, administrative
and militarv activity until its dem-

history

In the early 1800°s the Forks felt
the vibrations of hundreds of oxen
g Red River carts for the
Metis buffalo hunt which was

. staged there.

Buffalo hunt

In 1894, a municipal grandstand
and horse race track was opened
at Fort Garry Park along the north
bank of the Forks. The grandstand
burned down in 1906 and the race
track gave way to railway devel-
opment in 1888,

In 1908, construction began on
Union Station, designed by the
same architects as Grand Central
Station in New York City.

The Heritage Resources Act of
Manitoba requires that impact
studies be conducted before pro-
ceeding with specific develop-
ments involving excavation. The
province can order developers to
alter their design if it will damage
an archeological site, Pettipas
said.

One of the public programs for
the site will be an engoing excava-
tion for public viewing when the
park is ready in summer 1989,

“There's a story here that’s of
interest and value to all of us,”



